sensory to tlie heart, and is also excito-cardio-inhibitory. The inferior cardiac branch is the inhibitory or controlling nerve, and its fibres pass into the nerve-cells in the substance of the heart. If this nerve be divided the heart beats faster, and stimulation of the lower-cut end causes slowing of the heart, the evolution oi energy in the cells being inhibited. Belladonna causes increased action of the heart by paralysing this nerve. The sympathetic branch is the accelerating nerve, and its action is therefore directly opposed to the last mentioned.
A similar mechanism is found in connexion with the intestines, These again retard or stop the evolution of nerve energy in the nerve cells, and so the muscles, freed from their stimulation, regain their normal tone, and the bronchi their natural calibre.
